Effect of direct infusion of antifungal agent on invasive pulmonary aspergillosis in a patient with acute leukemia.
Invasive pulmonary aspergillosis is a serious problem in the treatment of patients with acute leukemia. A 52-year-old woman with acute myeloid leukemia developed invasive pulmonary aspergillosis during remission induction chemotherapy. Initially, we treated her with a continuous intravenous drip infusion of amphotericin B, together with itraconazole, given orally. A peripheral crescentic cavity formed in the fungal lesion after the number of neutrophils recovered, and we therefore performed a direct infusion of miconazole into the cavity transbronchially. The lung lesion resolved dramatically shortly after this treatment. In this patient, the transbronchial infusion of an antifungal agent seemed to have been very useful for bringing about prompt resolution of the fungal lesion.